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the constant practice thereof by your petitioners pre-
decessors in the said office and himselfe, with excep-
tion only as before excepted, and authorized by grante
under the said greate seale of England; and vthat no
person or persons have erected any playhouses, or
raysed any company of players, without licence from
your petitioners said predecessors or from your peti-
tioner, but Sir William D'Avenant, Knight, who ob-
tained leave of Oliver and Richard Cromwell to vent
his operas, at a time when your petitioner owned
not their authority,

" And whereas your Majesty hath lately signified
your pleasure by warrant to Sir Jeffery Palmer,
Knight and Bar. your Majesties Attorney General,
for the drawing of a grante for your Majesties sig-
nature to pass the greate seale, thereby to enable and
empower Mr. Thomas Killegrew and the said Sir
William D'Avenant to erect two new playhouses in
London, Westminster, or the subburbs thereof, and to
make choice of two companies of players, to bee under
their sole regulation, and that noe other players shall
be authorized to play in London, Westminster, or the
subburbs thereof but such as the said Mr. Killegrew
and Sir William D'Avenant shall allow of.

" And whereas your petitioner hath been repre-
sented to your Ma.ty as a person consenting unto the
said powers expressed in the said warrant. Your pe-
titioner utterly denies the least consent or fore-know-
ledge thereof, but looks upon it as an unjust surprize,
and destructive to the power granted under the said
greate seale to your petitioner, and to the constant
practice of the said office, and exercised in the
office ever since players were admitted by authority
to act playes, and cannot legally be done as your pe-
titioner is advised; and it may be of very ill conse-
quence, as your petitioner is advised, by a new grante